which Abondius drew, and I will either send or Languet

bring him a token. Once more farewell            to Sidney

To the most noble and excellent Master Hubert
Languet, my much honoured master and friend,

at Vienna.

XII

to

I SHOULD be glad, as I wrote to you before,
if you could acquire such a knowledge of Ger-
man as to understand the language when you
hear or read it: learn it perfectly you cannot,
without much time and labour. You English have
more intercourse with the Germans than with
any other people, and their authority and power
as a nation is already the greatest in Christen-
dom, and no doubt will yet be increased by the
folly of my own country and other neighbour-
ing states* It           to me quite absurd that your
countrymen should make such a point of speak-
ing Italian well, since, as far as 1 know, you de-
rive no advantage from them;on the other hand,
they derive the               from you, and there-
fore they ought to learn your language. Perhaps
you are afraid you will not persuade them to
your money, unless you speak with per-
fect fluency* my dearest Sidney, how I trifle
with you; and now that 1 am in the veint I amrgive me this
